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TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIR’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE ROCHDALE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE TO THE 
MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY, 29TH MARCH 2017

Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Rochdale Township Committee.

Township Chair meetings with Highways/Environmental Management/Street 
Lighting

I met with Officers in February to discuss a number of concerns relating to specific 
areas of deterioration in relation to carriageway surfacing. Officers agreed to carry 
out inspections and report back to me. We discussed a number of inoperative 
street lights in the Town Centre and Drake Street areas, it was agreed that action 
would be taken. I also raised the issue of the need to establish a cleaning 
programme for the river, and asked for updates in relation to planned 
improvements on Cronkeyshaw Common.

Winter Maintenance Updates
We remain in the Winter service period until the end of March. Throughout this 
period we have continued to receive regular updates in relation to salt stocks, salt 
bin refills and gritting schedules. This information has been invaluable in assisting 
Members with responses to constituents.

Rochdale Town Hall
Our revised Stage 1 Heritage Lottery Fund bid for the Town Hall was submitted in 
December 2016 and we expect a decision to be made in April 2017.  The overall 
aim of the project is to work with our partners to open up the building as a heritage 
venue. 

Rochdale Town Centre Public Realm 
Works on the new paving along Baillie Street and lower Yorkshire Street is well 
under way. The Walk and the lower part of Yorkshire Street have already been 
resurfaced in natural stone paving.  The scheme is expected to complete in April 
2017.

Rochdale Riverside (Genr8)
The detailed planning application for the new retail and leisure centre was 
submitted to the Council in November.  The planning application is expected to be 
determined in April.

Market 
The planning application for the siting of the new outdoor market onto The Butts 
and the conversion of the former Santander building was submitted in November 
2016.   Following a formal procurement process, the Council recently announced 
that it intends to appoint an external operator to run the market. 

Youth Service
International Women’s Day - Young women from across the borough and the 
women from the Moss Street Luncheon group attended the International Women’s 



Day event at Moss Street Youth Centre, the theme being Be Bold for Change. 
Activities included a piece of art, a cake bake workshop and henna art fund raiser 
which raised £80 for KIVA charity. An interactive workshop around sexual 
harassment and how to report it was on offer with scenarios acted out by the young 
women.  There were games, quizzes and healthy food workshops from the NHS.

Detached work has taken place in the town centre on Thursday’s with the mobile 
unit being out to accommodate the young people who are congregating at the 
shops and in the bus station. Detached workers have been working with groups of 
young people here about anti-social behaviour and staying safe. Detached work is 
also being delivered in Falinge/Spotland area on Monday evenings.
During the February half term young people from Sparth and Falinge took part in a 
comedy drama workshop at Touchstones Library. The half day workshop looked at 
working in groups to produce more confidence in drama techniques. The two 
groups took part together and formed friendships even though they attend different 
schools, and they worked cohesively together.

Young Women’s Session - The Saturday afternoon session continues to be very 
well attended with young women participating  in a range of health exercise classes 
such as Zumba and Bollywood dancing and team sports.  A new activity introduced 
this term has been Jiu-jitsu which has enabled the group to complete the Skill 
section for their Duke of Edinburgh Award. These sessions really support young 
people in building their confidence and social skills, as well as maintaining a 
healthy active lifestyle. NHS staff have also been delivering sessions to the young 
women around healthy eating.

Young women have also been invited by L4L to be involved in the planning of the 
opening of a new Egyptian exhibition created at Touchstones. Youth Workers are 
linking this to projects around self- image and body confidence. 

Newbold Sessions
The ongoing curriculum emphasis for sessions at Moss Street Youth Centre 
continues to concentrate on the themes of Equality and Diversity and Community 
Cohesion. Young people of white British, Asian British, Pakistan, Bangladesh, 
Slovakian, Iran, Iraq, Sudan, African, Portuguese, Spanish backgrounds attend this 

Sparth Bike Project 
This project has been funded by 
the local police with the focus on 
working towards decreasing the 
amount of young people taking 
part in illegal off- road biking.
Rochdale Cycling Club are also 
involved in the weekly sessions 
working with young people on 
bike maintenance on bikes 
donated by the police. Once the 
bikes have been fixed they will be 
sold or donated to families within 
the local community.



session so projects have concentrated on young people sharing information on 
language, music and cooking and discussing some of the difficulties caused by 
transient lifestyles person.

Rochdale Township Committee
In January the Committee were advised that Greater Manchester Police had 
undertaken several operations over the Christmas and New Year period in 
Rochdale town centre, which were designed to combat anti-social behaviour. 
Members sought details of prosecutions of people driving whilst under the influence 
of alcohol and drugs during the study period, members also asked the Police to 
undertake exercised to increase road safety and to decrease the number of traffic 
collisions within the Township. 

The March committee received reports in relation to the Townships Plan 2017-19, 
the Highways Forward Works Programme 2017-18, disposal of Council land and 
the allocation of section 106 monies.

Rochdale Township Action & Resources Committee

The sub-committee met on 7th March and the following schemes/projects were 
approved from Rochdale Township funds:

Rochdale In Bloom
Read and Feed 2017
Sparthbottoms Road speed survey
Edenfield Road speed survey
Halifax Road parking bays removal
Sandy Lane barrier
St. Mary’s Primary School community allotment

Area Forums

Bamford and Oakenrod
The meeting was well attended and the focus was on the Spatial Framework 
proposals, along with a controversial resubmitted Planning Application which both 
followed on from consultation at the previous Area Forum.  The Chair of Bamford 
Green Belt Action Group gave an update which led to much discussion.  GMP 
representative from the Kingsway Neighbourhood Team gave a positive and well 
informed input and was very well received. 

Brimrod, Marland and Sudden
The recent meeting focussed on the single issue of the safe and correct 
development of the ex-RBC High Birch School Site, following on from the 8th 
December 2016 Forum where a significant number of questions were asked of the 
Service Manager of Business Engagement and Compliance.  A full update was 
given which resulted in much robust discussion and further questions. GMP 
Neighbourhood Sergeant attended and gave a positive update which was very well 
received.

Balderstone & Kirkholt
The forum received an update on progress relating to the build of the state of the 



art community hub/Police/RBH rooms along with youth and training facilities. There 
were also presentations/updates from Kirkholt Millions Project and RBH, and a 
PACT update from GMP with statistics on crime for the ward from the previous 3 
months.

Castleton
 Discussions regarding speeding around Royle Barn/Royle Road - the Police 

are trying to get a referral to the Traffic Unit. The surface of the road was 
also of concern and the matter has been referred to highways for 
consideration.

 As part of Rochdale Township in Bloom the Castleton railway station was 
described as ‘thriving’ and achieved level 4.  For the 2017 entry a wild flower 
meadow will be planted at the side of the railway bridge. Residents were 
also impressed by the new mural alongside the canal, designed by local 
school children. The mural was joint funded by Barratts and Castleton Ward 
Fund.

 Councillor Sheerin and a resident visited local schools to impress on children 
that trains now pass through Castleton at 90mph, and a safety message was 
presented.

Central Rochdale 
The Forum meeting focussed on a number of concerns raised by residents in 
relation to speeding on Entwistle Road and adjacent streets, inconsiderate parking, 
aggressive begging and environmental issues.

Healey
A number of updates were provided on issues that had been raised at previous 
meetings, namely, Shawclough Road traffic survey, Syke Road highway issues and 
Syke Pond.

Forum members were also informed of the projects / initiatives that had been 
supported at the recent Area Forum Sub Group meeting, which included Whitworth 
Road traffic survey, target hardening initiatives on Cronkeyshaw Common, a 
contribution towards roof repairs at Thrum Hall Church and the introduction of 
picnic benches on the Common.

Kingsway
Some positive information was given with regard to initiatives recently led by 
residents in the ward including a clean-up with the Canal & Rivers Trust; the Trust 
has agreed to clean up the canal tow-path on a quarterly basis. Discussion with 
Morrisons and TfGM resulted in their agreement to cut back the shrugs and clean 
up the path between the tram stop and the store. An agreement has also been 
reached with the Council which will enable Environmental Management Officers to 
assist with clean-ups in terms of lending equipment and removing bags of collected 
rubbish.

Milkstone & Deeplish
A number of concerns were raised by residents in relation to highway problems 
within the Ward – congestion, inconsiderate parking, accidents and the need to 
consider the reconfiguration of certain streets within the Ward to aid traffic flow. The 
Forum was informed that a recent meeting had been held between Ward Members 
and Officers about these concerns.



Other issues raised included concerns over drug dealing and general anti-social 
behaviour in the Ward. Forum members were also informed that a recent meeting 
on the Area Forum Sub Group had agreed to contribute over £5000 to support 
environmental initiatives in the Ward and that the area around the Railway Station 
was to be prioritised as it was a major gateway into the Town.

Norden
The forum discussed a number of issues, including volume and speed of traffic on 
Edenfield Road. A speed survey has now been approved for funding. There were 
concerns about dangerous driving near to Norden Community Primary School; 
provision is being made regarding blocking access to a pavement used to 
dangerously bypass traffic. Fencing on Ashworth Road is to be replaced; the 
initiative is to be joint-funded by Highways, Environmental Management and Ward 
Councillors funds.

Spotland & Falinge
Residents raised a number of concerns about issues within the Ward – speeding 
and incidents of general anti-social behaviour. Questions were asked about the 
recently completed TBA site investigations and what would be happening next.

Forum members were also informed about the recent Area Forum Sub Group 
meeting which resulted in the following projects / initiatives being supported – a 
contribution towards environmental improvements in the Ward, the introduction of 
exercises classes at Spotland Community Association and improvements to 
accessibility at St Edmunds Church. It was also reported that at a recent 
Committee meeting funding had been agreed to support the installation of a safety 
barrier on Sandy Lane.

Councillor Shaun O’Neill
Rochdale Township Committee Chair

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Rochdale Township 
Committee


